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Osprey Pandion haliaetus

dark browr Uncommon migrant, visitor

mask

/ 55-63 cm
Peak: mid Oct-early Mar
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heavily
barred tail

Photo credit FY.



coverts

black flight feathers

white underwing

red eyes

Uncommon resident
31-35 cm

Photo credit FY.



Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus

\ small pigeon-like RS~
'~ head | :

Very common migrant,
uncommon visitor

55-65 cm

yellow §
cere

dark tail

bands Peak: late Oct-mid Nov
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Photo credit (clockwise from top left) RN, AST, AST, AST.



Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni

paddle-like

R / wing shape

ad
Uncommon migrant

41-48 cm
Peak: Nov-Mar

dense brown bars

brown underwing
on underparts

coverts 3 O

2.0
0 . .-
Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

Photo credit FY.




Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes

distinct
black-and-white
plumage

Uncommon migrant
31.5-33 cm
Peak: early Nov

large black
ad head
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black
breastband

Photo credit FY (all).



Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela

broad black and
white tail bands

prominent
yellow cere

Uncommon resident
56-74 cm
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white spots/bars on
lower breast and
belly

broad white band
across underwing

Photo credit FY (all).



Changeable Hawk-eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus

ad
pale morph

plain white
underparts

proportionally big

head yellow feet

round, long

wings \

Common resident
61-/5 cm

7 “fingers”

Imm
pale morph

distinct “armpit”
formed by wing shape

dark morph
Photo credit (left to right) SYCK, FY, FY.



Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii

distinct
black face
mask

Rare migrant, visitor
53-61 cm
Peak: late Oct-late Nov
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whitish underparts
and underwings

Photo credit (left to right) FY, SYCK, SYCK.
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Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga

broad and
long wings

white fringing
on underwing
coverts

cere and toes pale
yellow

7 long
“fingers”

20
1.2
1.0
0.5

0

Rare migrant
65-72 cm
Peak: early Nov
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Photo credit (left to right) YJW, FY.



Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus

whitish underwing
coverts

6 “fingers”

pale shoulder spot
“landing lights” 1.0
0.8
ad dark 06

morph

0.4
0.2
0

short squarish tail

Rare migrant
50-57 cm
Peak: early Nov
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Photo credit (top to bottom) RN, FY.



Crested Goshawk Lophospiza trivirgata

6 “fingers”

very thick
mesial stripe

Uncommon resident
40-46 cm

immatures have very
little patterning on
breast and belly

wings more rounded
than other Accipiter
species

streaked breast,
barred belly

Photo credit (left to right) FY, AST (ad, top), AST (ad, bottom), FY.



Chinese Sparrowhawk Tachyspiza soloensis

underwing
relatively

4 “fingers”
unmarked

25
20
15
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5
0

narrow dark
tail bands

Common migrant
29-35 cm
Peak: mid Oct-early Nov

Oct Nov Dec Mar

Jan Feb
Photo credit (left to right) FY, FY, FY, AST.




Japanese Sparrowhawk Tachyspiza gularis

barred
breast and
belly

lacks black .
wing-tips MM M

narrow
dark tail
bands

Common migrant
25-31cm
Peak: mid Oct-mid Nov
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Nov Dec Jan

Feb Mar
Photo credit (left to right) FY, FY (ad F), AST (imm), GCT, FY.
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underwing
usually densely

mesial stripe
usually thin



Besra lachyspiza virgata

underwing often Imm
rather plain

Rare migrant
26-32 cm
Most records: mid Oct-mid Nov

0.3
0.2
O I
et Nov Dec

O Jan Feb Mar
Photo credit FY (all).

thick dark tail-bands yellow eyering
visible when tail is (absent in Shikra)
spread

mesial stripe

imm - — often thick



Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus

dark areas less
extensive than

chestnut lower
belly and vent

Uncommon migrant
48-56 cm
Peak: mid Oct-early Nov

Nov Dec J

an Feb Mar
Photo credit (left to right) FY, FY, GCT, SYCK.

pale bases
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Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos

pure black head
and neck

Rare migrant
43-46 cm
Most records: late Oct-late Nov
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Photo credit (left to right) RN, GCT, RN (ad M), FY (imm).

vent lighter than
' inad FEMH

barred primaries
unlike imm EMH



Black Kite Milvus migrans

6 “fingers”

white on base of

iImm 1t 0
primaries

Rare migrant
61-66 cm
Peak: late Dec-late Jan
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Photo credit (left to right) FY, ZYF, RN.

square cut tail
compared to
Brahminy Kite

Imm



roundish tail compared
to Black Kite

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus

distinct M-shaped wings
when soaring

Very common resident
44-52 cm

variably brownish
underparts

Photo credit (left to right) YJW, SYCK, SYCK.



White-bellied Sea Eagle Icthyophaga leucogaster

much white on
inner primaries

pure white
underparts

Very common resident
/0-85 cm

variable greyish-brown
underwing-coverts

\ wedged tail

iImm black flight feathers
Photo credit (left to right) AST, YJW, FY.



Grey-headed Fish Eagle Icthyophaga ichthyaetus

grey head

Common resident
69-/74 cm

white vent and
undertail coverts
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Photo credit (left to right) JT, SYCK.



Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus

5 “fingers”

Uncommon migrant
41-49 cm
Peak: late Oct-early Nov

greyish-brown

broad whitish
road whitis Hend

supercilium\

black mesial
_ stripe
imm |

longer wings
compared to
Accipiters
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Photo credit (left to right) GCT, FY.
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Eastern Buzzard Buteo japonicus

round and
proportionally

short-lookin :
J strongly contrasting

carpal patch against Ra re m ig ra nt

generally paler

underwing coverts 51 _57 Cm
Most records: early Nov-late Nov

0.4
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0.1 . l
0
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Note: very similar shape and size as Common Buzzard .
y P Photo credit FY.

proportionally
short-looking tail



Common Buzzard Buteo buteo

dark carpal patch
generally less
contrasting from
underwing coverts
than Eastern Buzzard

Uncommon migrant
39-47 cm
Most records: late Oct-mid Nov

1.5

1.0

underpart colouration

variable 0.5 II
Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb M

ar
Photo credit FY (all).

Note: very similar shape and size as Eastern Buzzard



Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Rare migrant
30-34 cm
Most records: early Nov
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sharp, pointy wings

black facial marking
under eyes
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broad black band
on tail tip
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Photo credit FY (all).



sharp, pointy wings

rufous underparts
in ernesti

white cheeks for
calidus/ japonensis

ad calidus/

imm calidus/ japonensis

japonensis
densely patterned
underparts

N W b

g

Uncommon migrant, rare visitor
38-48 cm
Peak: mid Oct-late Mar
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Photo credit (left to right) FY, FY, AST.



Or maybe you just landed
yvourself a MEGA!

Eastern

Short-toed _
Snake Eagle ° Imperial Eagle
Circaetus gallicus 25 Aquila heliaca

< Lesser Kestrel
| e Falco naumanni

Bat Hawk

Macheiramphus alcinus

B Steppe Eagle

B Aquila nipalensis ), Amur Falcon

¥ Falco amurensis

;A'A‘! """""

Eurasian Hobby

Falco subbuteo

Eurasian

: Sparrowhawk ’
- Accipiter nisus =

Photo credit for title panel (left to right): AST, FY,

& Himalayan Vulture

AST, FY, RN, AST. Ci Vult | |
Photo credit for this panel (left to right) top row: Inere.ous uiture Gyps himalayensis
YSP, FY, FY, GCT (Shikra), MK (Kestrel); middle row: FY, Aegyplus monachus

AJ, FY; bottom row: RN, FY, FY.



Pacific Swift

W\ Apus pacificus

Swifts
PACIFIC

COMMON

Swifts and Needletails

There are other migratory birds

overhead as well...

Silver-backed Needletail
Hirundapus cochinchinensis
Pacific has a white rump . . { Rare migrant
Co.rnmon which Common lacks: also Whlte-thl‘Oated Needletall 20 5—229cm
migrant note the more diffuse, larger Hirundapus caudacutus '
18-19.5 cm white throat of Pacific
. Needletails
Common Swift WHITE- SILVER-  BROWN-
Apus apus THROATED BACKED BACKED

Vagrant
17 cm

White-throated is the only one with a white
throat. Silver-backed has a light brown throat

< ——

E

which can be difficult to pick out.

Brown-backed Needletail
Hirundapus giganteus

Rare migrant

and visitor
21-24.5 cm
Uncommon
migrant
Swifts spend their lives in the air. Their legs are weak, adapted
for clinging to vertical structures, where they build their nests.

21-22 cm

Swallows and Martins

Eastern Red-rumped Swallow

Cecropis daurica

Common
migrant
16-17 cm

Swallows are fast, agile flyers that
capture small insects in flight. Unlike
swifts, they do perch. Not pictured
here is the resident Pacific Swallow.

Photo credit (left to right) Swallows and Martins,
top row: FY, FY, FY, FY, FY; Swallows and Martins,
bottom row: YJW, AST, FY; SHM vs AHM: YJW, RN.

Asian House Martin
Delichon dasypus

Uncommon
migrant
12-13 cm

Siberian House Martin
Delichon lagopodum

Vagrant 13-14cm

House Martins
SIBERIAN ASIAN

-3

Siberian has a more
extensive white rump

Barn Swallow
Hirundo rustica

Pratincole

Oriental Pratincole
Glareola maldivarum

Very common
migrant
15 cm

Uncommon
migrant
23-24 cm
Sand Martin

Riparia riparia

Rare migrant

Pratincoles are actually
11.5-13 cm

shorebirds! They migrate
over raptor watch sites like
Henderson Waves in large
numbers, although they
spend most of the winter at

wetlands where they hawk

for insects in flight.
Photo credit (left to right) Oriental Pratincole: AST

; Pacific Swift: FY, FY; Common Swift:
AJ, AJ; Pac Swift vs Common - Pac: FY, FY, Common: AJ, AJ; Needletail comparison: FY,
SYCK, FY; All needletails: FY.



